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Food Safety and Inspection Service, USDA § 311.2 

1 Such testing is conducted in the tuber-
culosis eradication program of the Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. 

§ 311.2 Tuberculosis. 

The following principles shall apply 

to the disposition of carcasses of live-

stock based on the difference in the 

pathogenesis of tuberculosis in swine, 

cattle, sheep, goats, and equines. 

(a) Carcasses condemned. The entire 

carcass of swine, cattle, sheep, goats, 

and equines shall be condemned if any 

of the following conditions occur: 

(1) When the lesions of tuberculosis 

are generalized (tuberculosis is consid-

ered to be generalized when the lesions 

are distributed in a manner made pos-

sible only by entry of the bacilli into 

the systemic circulation); 

(2) When on ante mortem inspection 

the animal is observed to have a fever 

found to be associated with an active 

tuberculosis lesion on post mortem in-

spection; 

(3) When there is an associated 

cachexia; 

(4) When a tuberculosis lesion is 

found in any muscle or intermuscular 

tissue, or bone, or joint, or abdominal 

organ (excluding the gastrointestinal 

tract) or in any lymph node as a result 

of draining a muscle, bone, joint, or ab-

dominal organ (excluding the gastro-

intestinal tract); 

(5) When the lesions are extensive in 

tissues of either the thoracic or the ab-

dominal cavity; 

(6) When the lesions are multiple, 

acute, and actively progressive; or 

(7) When the character or extent of 

the lesions otherwise is not indicative 

of a localized condition. 

(b) Organs or other parts condemned. 

An organ or other part of a swine, cat-

tle, sheep, goat, or equine carcass af-

fected by localized tuberculosis shall 

be condemned when it contains lesions 

of tuberculosis or when the cor-

responding lymph node contains le-

sions of tuberculosis. 

(c) Carcasses of cattle passed without 

restriction for human food. Carcasses of 

cattle may be passed without restric-

tion for human food only when the car-

cass of an animal not identified as a re-

actor to a tuberculin test administered 

by an Animal and Plant Health Inspec-

tion Service, State, or accredited vet-

erinarian 1 is found free of tuberculosis 
lesions during postmortem inspection. 

(d) Portions of carcasses and carcasses 
of cattle passed for cooking. (1) When a 
cattle carcass reveals a tuberculosis le-
sion or lesions not so severe or so nu-
merous as the lesions described in 
paragraph (a) of this section, the unaf-
fected portion of the carcass may be 
passed for cooking in accordance with 
part 315 of this chapter; if the char-
acter and extent of the lesions indicate 
a localized condition, and if the lesions 
are calcified or encapsulated, and pro-
vided the affected organ or other part 
is condemned. 

(2) When the carcass of a cattle iden-
tified as a reactor to a tuberculin test 
administered by an Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service, State or ac-
credited veterinarian is found free of 
lesions of tuberculosis, the carcass may 
be passed for cooking in accordance 
with part 315 of this chapter. 

(e) Portions of carcasses and carcasses 
of swine passed without restriction for 
human food. Swine carcasses found free 
of tuberculosis lesions during post 
mortem inspection may be passed for 
human food without restriction. When 
tuberculosis lesions in any swine car-
cass are localized and confined to one 
primary seat of infection, such as the 
cervical lymph nodes, the mesenteric 
lymph nodes, or the mediastinal lymph 
nodes, the unaffected portion of the 
carcass may be passed for human food 
without restriction after the affected 
organ or other part is condemned. 

(f) Portions of carcasses of swine passed 
for cooking. When the carcass of any 
swine reveals lesions more severe or 
more numerous than those described in 
paragraph (e) of this section, but not so 
severe or so numerous as the lesions 
described in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, the unaffected portions of such 
carcass may be passed for cooking in 
accordance with part 315 of this chap-
ter; if the character and extent of the 
lesions indicate a localized condition, 
and if the lesions are calcified or en-
capsulated, and provided the affected 
organ or other part is condemned. 
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(g) Carcasses of sheep, goats, and 
equines passed without restriction for 
human food. Carcasses of sheep, goats, 
and equines may be passed without re-
striction for human food only if found 
free of tuberculosis lesions during post 
mortem inspection. 

(h) Portions of carcasses of sheep, goats, 
and equines passed for cooking. If a car-
cass of any sheep, goat, or equine re-
veals a tuberculosis lesion or lesions 
that are not so severe or so numerous 
as the lesions described in paragraph 
(a) of this section, the unaffected por-
tion of the carcass may be passed for 
cooking in accordance with part 315 of 
this chapter; if the character and ex-
tent of the lesions indicate a localized 
condition, and if the lesions are calci-
fied or encapsulated, and provided the 
affected organ or other part is con-
demned. 

[37 FR 2661, Feb. 4, 1972; 38 FR 29214, Oct. 23, 

1973] 

§ 311.3 Hog cholera. 

(a) The carcasses of all hogs affected 
with hog cholera shall be condemned. 

(b) Inconclusive but suspicious symp-
toms of hog cholera observed during 
the ante-mortem inspection of a U.S. 
suspect shall be duly considered in con-
nection with post-mortem findings and 
when the carcass of such a suspect 
shows lesions in the kidneys and the 
lymph nodes which resemble lesions of 
hog cholera, they shall be regarded as 
those of hog cholera and the carcass 
shall be condemned. 

(c) When lesions resembling those of 
hog cholera occur in kidneys and 
lymph nodes of carcasses of hogs which 
appeared normal on ante-mortem in-
spection, further inspection of such 
carcasses shall be made for corrobora-
tive lesions. If on such further inspec-
tion, characteristic lesions of hog chol-
era are found in some organ or tissue 
in addition to those in the kidneys or 
in the lymph nodes or in both, then all 
lesions shall be regarded as those of 
hog cholera and the carcass shall be 
condemned. Immediate notification 
shall be given by the inspector to the 
official in the Veterinary Services unit 
of the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service who has responsibility for 

control of swine diseases in the State 
where the swine are located. 

[35 FR 15569, Oct. 3, 1970, as amended at 40 FR 
27225, June 27, 1975] 

§ 311.5 Swine erysipelas. 

Carcasses affected with swine ery-
sipelas which is acute or generalized, 
or which show systemic change, shall 
be condemned. 

§ 311.6 Diamond-skin disease. 

Carcasses of hogs affected with dia-
mond-skin disease when localized and 
not associated with systemic change 
may be passed for human food after re-
moval and condemnation of the af-
fected parts, provided such carcasses 
are otherwise healthy. 

§ 311.7 Arthritis. 

(a) Carcasses affected with arthritis 
which is localized and not associated 
with systemic change may be passed 
for human food after removal and con-
demnation of all affected parts. Af-
fected joints with corresponding lymph 
nodes shall be removed and condemned. 
In order to avoid contamination of the 
meat which is passed, a joint capsule 
shall not be opened until after the af-
fected joint is removed. 

(b) Carcasses affected with arthritis 
shall be condemned when there is evi-
dence of systemic involvement. 

§ 311.8 Cattle carcasses affected with 
anasarca or generalized edema. 

(a) Carcasses of cattle found on post- 
mortem inspection to be affected with 
anasarca in advanced stages and char-
acterized by an extensive or well- 
marked generalized edema shall be 
condemned. 

(b) Carcasses of cattle, including 
their detached organs and other parts, 
found on post-mortem inspection to be 
affected with anasarca to a lesser ex-
tent than as described in paragraph (a) 
of this section may be passed for 
human food after removal and con-
demnation of the affected tissues, pro-
vided the lesion is localized. 

§ 311.9 Actinomycosis and actinobacil-
losis. 

(a) The definition of generalization 
as outlined for tuberculosis in § 311.2(a) 
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